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ance their weakness than to inspire them with new
courage.' In answer to Lord Minto's comment on
these proceedings, Thugut expresses much chagrin,
and owned to the Emperor's personal want of firmness
and to the influence of the Empress and of the Eoyal
Family. c In this anxious crisis/ wrote Lord Minto,
* my great, and I may say sole, confidence is in Mr.
Wickham's most fortunate and providential residence
at head-quarters and access to the Emperor and his
advisers. He will also be a most useful and necessary
watch on M. de Lehrbach. My habitual way of think-
ing and feeling on these subjects may very probably
have exaggerated in my eyes the discredit and evil
to be expected from the present measures. I must allow
the necessity of accommodating at times the clearest
principles to the urgency of temporary difficulties ; and
if the weakness of which I now complain should there-
fore be justified and redeemed by subsequent and suc-
cessful exertion, I shall be very happy to acknowledge
my error and the better judgment of the Austrian
Minister.'

Lady Minto to Lady Mabnesbury.

'September 19.

* We are still in doubt how this second armistice is to
end, but daily expect the answer from Paris, which we
boldly hope will renew hostilities. The Emperor has
shown some vigour in erasing from the list so many of
his officers ; and his manifesto is spirited and proper.
If he will but do as he says, his presence and command